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Application of PEG-344 gene encoding metabolite transporter in virulence

identification of Klebsiella pneumoniae
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[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the application value of a new biomarker PEG-344 in the identification of hyper-
virulent Klebsiella pneumoniae (KP) and classical KP. Methods KP isolated from blood specimens of patients with
bloodstream infection in a hospital from 2020 to 2021 were collected, virulence test results of Galleria mellonella
was as the gold standard for grouping, strains were divided into hypervirulent group and classical group; string
test, wzi gene sequencing and virulence gene detection (,rmp A, ,rmpA2, PEG-1631, PEG-589, PEG-344) were
performed. Results A total of 36 KP strains were collected, according to Galleria mellonella virulence test results,
KP strains were divided into hypervirulence group (n =16 strains) and classical group (n =20 strains); string test
positive strains in hypervirulence group and classical group were 87.50% (14 strains) and 15. 00% (3 strains) re-
spectively; the sensitivity and specificity of detection of virulence gene PEG-344 were higher than those of classical
independent biomarkers ,rmpA and ,rmp A2 . Except one wxwh3 (wzi-2) strain in classical group was PEG-344
positive, results of other strains were completely consistent with the virulence grouping. Conclusion PEG-344 gene
encoding metabolite transporter can more accurately identify hypervirulent strains, timely remind clinical rational
drug use, and provide basis for clinicians to optimize diagnosis and treatment plan.
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B SR T AW (hypervirulent Klebsiella
pneumoniae , HvKP) J&ili & 72 T A0 B 1 & 5 S1 48
Fofr s T 5|2l 8 5 O T e Ao i € 6 R A 4L B AT
SR {2 2 M R UG 22 e AT . HVKP 8 L6
SR AR RS TR B I R 0 K e DR 43 5 1
HvKP 5 2 #8258 B 1A 7 (classical Kleb-
siella pneumoniae , cKp) #AT58RZ W B 15 N E
L LS Sl R] AR HVKD 56 80 R Bk R % At
R,y e R S e A ) R U AT o 9 T B2 4L A0 R o
HEHES . H AR ) 0 A LA A A A A o D B
BRI BL 2 S0 s AR MR AT A . K A
DR PR AT R A M O VR M L AR AR R T2
ST PR E R g e DR 0 DR] B ) L AT R AR 5
PRV 8ok B ) 3z, H R G AR B #E ) B
B mp A, rmpA2.iucA.iroN, fimH 4 PEG-
344 (LT FORL L 2 5 N R R a2 8 E L T 2 AU
Yyeic FR R P — 2 B . Bulger 45 X
F & hvKP1(GenBank no. AOIZ00000000) i@ i {4
SR I BB LB B 7 B B S, /0N B R e A8 1 S 3
KB PEG-344 J& hvKP1 35 /)N Fel s 748 S % i A 7]
B EE T R . 2017 AR J & W A O AR AR
Wy i 138 5 52 7E 1L 3 S AR A S 031 Jy T BIF S AL
AWV PEG-344 X Jo 85 i X I 78 J8k 4 o Jili 48
v, B A R R ) TN A0 1R

1 BREFE

1.1 HEARBE  IEE 2020 4F 1 H—2021 45 12 H
T K B TG T A N R B o L 3 JER g SR I
FRAS rh o 8 ) il 98 e TR A B L SR I A LR 4 B 3
PR A W) S R 2R 48 (VITEK MS) T %5 .
1.2 #r2iX% I HFD IR % 22 E CRHG H T i
AR HR F R SR R A R Z K EE>5 mm
I 40 5 O 78 A 2 3 6 B 4

1.3 REEE A n K5 KK ES
0 45 SN S e bk o R AT o 4L K TR PR 40 b R AL
Mg, A K v BUE 29 250 mg 1 K B IE 4
AU, Ay R B A R 2 A 0 A AR
T8 1 R AR B B0 B A5 A HOfA . A5 B B
PRV, BV O B 4 B R 107,100

105, ..... 102 CFU/mL B 6 156 20 . 56 7 4H B i
PR EL % b (PBS) X HR4H .26 8 ik B s 1

X IR O HUARCAR AT T AL 31D o AT 20. 0 p L fiii

TS 25 DA SIy A ) A 55— 0 R AT T B o R i
CE 37 C R FRAA P AT E L B 24 h WS L) BUAETE
IO MEE 144 ho L HIEF M4 318 144 b
1) 1gLD80, ] — W FE TR A 3 K. B0 45 A s Ko
WA R R G R A AL

1.4 wzi A B A AT R AR &N KA
K AR IR #E DNA,PCR R A 25 pL R &,
4% EFHBIA 1.0 pL,mix 12,5 pL, % taq i
K 8.5 pL.DNA it} 2 pL. ¥ 3= P47 0% . b
St ARAR wazi X R A

1.5 FhmmEmegdhnl AU TH IR
WL b B TR EE B rm p A (S 158 0 3% 28 ) 1
KD | prm p A2 (€ R5ERE W& B 0/ 15 & B L PEG-344
(N2 EAHRBERE) (PEG-1631 (fR5F IR E &
F1) VPEG-589 C Jk i 7] 4 P4 1 B0 Btk 16 2% T ) 1o ik
FD BARS19 550 L3 1.

R1 IR EWNEIYIFIIER

Table 1 Primer sequences of virulence biomarkers

S 7 Bk
o 519751 (57 ~37) KB in%'}f;%“
(bp) (C)
ympA F;ATGTGGCTTGACGTTTCGGGGG 160 56
R:GCCGTGGATAATGGTTTACAATTCGGC
,mpA2  F:GGATGTGGCTTGACATTTCGGGGG 27 58
R: TTCATGGATGCCCTCCCTCCTG
PEG-344  F.CTTGAAACTATCCCTCCAGTC 508 58
R:CCAGCGAAAGAATAACCCC
PEG589  F:TGAACCCCTGAAGGTCTATC 236 57
R:GTGATGAATAAACTACTGCGGC
PEG-1631 F.GGGATTTATCAACCGCTTTG 503 58

R: TCTCCAGCATCATCGTCA

1.6 %it# 7% N Graphpad 6. 0 B F#E 1715
Pa b 38 5 53 A IF 22 il AR A7 i ZG IE. D AT SPSS
22.0 ##47 144 h LDSO F1 1gL.D80 32, K Sha-
piro-Wilk #5553} 1gLD80 HEAT IE 2573 A1 146 56, AF
TEZS A0 A B R M (Pos s Prs) 7 SRR R
Kruskal-Wallis H ¥ 5 3 17 2 4 8] 1 3¢, Mann-
Whitney U f36 HEAT P ALIA] Fb 38 . 2R FH = 7 46 56 2F
e Wrds b o0 b FARGL A 45 5 B2 R AL 1
S DU R P B 0 TS A0 # LE Y IR 4 1
ARSI N 0. 5. P<<0.05 K2 57A guit e L.
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2.1 EARCGRR ISR IR G B AR AR S B
T 98 v TR AE T 36 Bk BEE A JEIEAMEE 6 B
FIEWA R 8 MRE AR 6 MR, AR 6 Bk BT F}
4 bR H AR E L 6 Bk

2.2 wzi EBE R A A LR MW wa W F, K
wzi B 5 K/KL B A7 DCE . 36 #F I 35 B A& 1
FEBLUF s wzi-1-K1 B 5 16, 67% (6 ), wzi-57-
K57 &5 11. 11 % (4 #%) , wzi-64-KL64 %l 5 8.33%
(3 Bk, wzi-2-K2/30 B 5 5.56% (2 #k) , wzi-50 B
17 5. 5620 (2 B 5 HoAth BIAT 45« wzi (4.5,16,18.,20,
60.63.72.81.100,101.115.,130,170,173,187.322,
325.3500 4% 1 bk, HETANEY & 8 I G A wezi-1-
K1.wzi-57-K57 ., wzi-4-K2 ., wzi-2-K2 /30, wzi-5-K5 .
wzi-20-K20 , wzi-16-K16 ¥ 4 & H . 8 & H RN
44.44% , W 2,

R 236 BREbR wai 55005 RO R K/KL 8 43 A
Table 2 Distribution of wzi allele and corresponding K/KL

genotypes of 36 strains

10" CFU/mL. % 70 B B =2 22 P IR 4 28 & 3 Mol
SE R B W T A 2 BRA R . 20 BRas
AR 0 M3 B A LDSO i 10° ~107 CFU/mL;
Hrp wxwh 30(wzi-2) 1§ LDSO & 10°~10" CFU/mL,
Shapiro-Wilk % 7 & 8 J) 20 M2 dL 4 1g1.D80
AR RS o3 A B B W AE 53 51 0. 879,0. 633, P
<<0. 055 K FHE S B0k 50 047 22 20 R P 20 = 8] 1) L
B w e 14 1gLDS0 R T4 M4l (Z= - 0. 914, P<
0.0 ;MR 38 wzi MIER , % H Kruskal-Wallis %556 iF
TEHZBWE AHZEZERA SR FE X (H=
91.08, P<<0.01), W3k 3, FB5rBbkAAFIIZL LA 1.
W EF 4 wxwhO1l (wzi-1) , wxwh08 (wzi-2)
wxwh11(wzi-5) , wxwh15 (wzi-20) . wxwh18 (wzi-
57) . wxwh02 (wzi-64) ; £ #L 20 . wxwh25 (wzi-50) .
wxwh35(wzi-64) ,

£ 3 P wzi MER 144 h LDSO i 1gL.DS0 (1) 45 5
Table 3 Results of 144 h LD80 and 1gL.LD80 of wzi serotypes

in two groups

wzi Ifi 3 Xt i K/KL % AL
1 K1 6
57 KL57 4
64 KL64 3
2 KL2KL30 2
50 K15K17K50K51K52 2
4 K2 1
5 K5 1
16 K16 1
20 K20 1
oAl 7 - 15

2.3 REEEANRBLER WHEKIEIE 144 h 1)
A A AR ) gl dUR AR A i £ 1B LDSO Al
1gL.D80, KM M 75 J7 X 5 & /s #E Wk 2l 107 ~ 107
CFU/mlLL I, AN 5] Fr B R S I I 4 ot ) B0 6 5
PR BEMRATNE . AR TR RR LDSO I 45 4 1M 15 284 410 531
Bbk T 1. LDS0<<10° CFU/mL Jy 5 # J1 4. LDSO
=10° CFU/mL R 2l . &8 JHA S 16 BRI,
15 Bk R 8 0L B ) T B (wzi-1, wzi-57 ., wzi-d
wzi-2 . wzi-5 ., wzi-20, wzi-16) i) LDS0 & 10> ~10°
CFU/mL;1 # wxwh02 (wzi-64) 1) LDSO & 10° ~

LD80 1gLLD80
S TR B
(CFU/mL) [M(P>s,P7)]
T A4
1.2.4,5,16,20,57.64 16 102 ~10° 3(3,4)0
1 6 102 ~10° 2(2,3)"
57 4 103 ~104 4(3,4)
64(wxwh02) 1 103 ~10* 3(3,3.5)%
2(wxwh08) 1 104 ~10° 4(4,4.5)%
4 1 10+ ~10° 4(4,4.5)
5 1 104 ~105 5(4.5,5)
20 1 104 ~10° 4(4,4.5)
16 1 10+ ~10° 5(4.5,5)
Z A
2,64, HAth 20 106 ~107 7(6.7)
2(wxwh30) 1 106 ~107 7(6.5,7)
64 2 106 ~107 7(7.7)
ot 7 17 106 ~107 7(6,7)

T 1gLD80 K4 Sy AF 28 40 A » #EATHE S 50K 56 2 41 7] 5k
Kruskal-Wallis H ¥:56 , W41 8] K F] Mann-Whitney U 5. Q FR
FEEIARTEMA, ZRAERIFBX(Z= —0.914,P<0.01);
FREZHZRIPATHE . ZRA R IT2E X (H=91. 08, P<0.01);
& Fom wzi-64(wxwhO) {§ T2 M Y 2 bk wzi-64, Z K Gt ¥ &
N (Z= -2.558, P=0.01); & % /& wzi2 (wxwh08) 55 wzi-2
(wxwh30) IE R ZEFAH RIFF R (Z= -2.023.P=0.04); § FR
LAl 25 M T AR wzi I B A 6 wzi18.50,60.63,72.81,100,101,
115,130,170,173,187.322.325.350,
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Figure 1 Survival curve of larva of Galleria mellonella after inoculation with strains of different wzi types

2.4 Fhk29XI 4 RIEN 36 MRERRTT EF A
A1) T P 28 TR 223 56 P 1 SR Ry 87,50 %6 (14/16)

2N

ZL N

SR R 4% £ BT 22 5 0 e ) B T AT 5 VAR
S R R B T HE A oL PEG-344 £ 0 A9 72 0 4%

HA 3 REVEAR T Z R A A 5 P L 5
& 22355 B8R o BH PR H 2 S BE 0 8 Ol 5 B ) TR PR
22 ML BH MR 15. 00 % (3/20)

2.5 FAKRREMER LT IGIRES W BRI
B 1l 5 HE AT or A g3 0 K D rmp AL rmp A2
PEG-344 ,PEG-1631,PEG-589 # J1 3 [ i) PCR 4%

St BE DI B o g s BR wzi-2 Cwxwh30) 48 B A% LS
Hadi R 5% ik 5 5%¢ 4 — 2. PEG-1631, PEG-
589 K I 2 BE W MK T PEG-344, H i I i £
W rmp A yrmp A2 5 5 A K T A o A 46 0 A4 fE
B B 22 A A I Ak RE ARG L T e X T 22 g
L B PR Dy i BB . L 4.

R4 BRAEYIRARE ST I REE

Table 4 Efficacy of various biomarkers in identifying virulence

£k R 12 0 o P 5 e M# b (95 % CD
PEG-344 .00(16/16) 0.94 1. 00 0.95(19/20) 170(14. 2,2 042.2)
prmp A . 94(15/16) 0. 88 0. 95 0.90(18/20) 135(11. 1,1 638.6)
prmp A2 . 94(15/16) 0. 88 0.95 0.90(18/20) 135(11. 1.1 638.6)
PEG-589 . 94(15/16) 0.94 0.95 0.95(19/20) 285(16. 4,4 943.2)
PEG-1631 .94(15/16) 0.94 0.95 0.95(19/20) 285(16. 4,4 943.2)
FW 2215 . 88(14/16) 0. 82 0. 89 0.85(17/20) 39.7(5.6,271. 6)
(CR-HvKP) 5] iy e A g 22, J = B0 CR-
3 itig HvKP 3228 gy i 9 8 M 28 M 25 19 ST11 B fili % w77

LA iR e T % M 2 R 1 0 I AR TR AR T

AT ARAS 2 ) JTORL AR TR 8 3 0 A R w2
9 CR-HVKP Ji B — I o 240 B 7 25 i PR 7
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e A PRERS o R HE 5T LR 1 S B I IR A
57 SORAT I I O

AR TR L 2020—2021 4 A ML I 12k e 1 35
H A B 36 BRI 48 v B A R L AR T G PR R B
A AR AS RS 9 S AR Ay o A TR I AT R A 5 HL
IS ¢ 5 B AT AT I 9 J e BB P P AR X R . T
B EWAE Y PEG-344 R Mol 0 75 1 5 7
JIH) Il 5 ve T AE A . R B 100%, RSN
95 %6 1] Il AR B Bsf 81 4 FH 24 £ fHEAR 4

AR AE 2018 48 2 58 B A v B A1 R K M I
BEFIBEAL AL RG2S WA 11
AR R BEAS — B0 2 H A L2 5000 % M s /b B
S BT P i e AR X T R o R A ) R X T 8 L
BAAR . B AR R W I 0t 7 7 5 2 PRI T TO A 1
AR AR A Bl 0 AE 2R AT oy 75 77 1 ) B
SHBR, ARBANZENT . OFEE ZRKidE;
@X] &)y R ) R BB — B O R E T
2 28 T B AR AR R R A T T4

B 223856 ] F % 8 HvKP i ] 48 PEAE e 4
W ASHFGE 78 6 22 R 56 1 R A N 87,502,
RS R 15. 00 %0 IR EE T 1 28 M 4 b A7 78 3 W 2
FH P 1 TR PR & B a8 AR B P 1 24538 5 AT 35 B HvKCP
R o 8 R o 0 G o T I 2 s A A B P Y 4
1 HvKP BPE S . SCHRY 2200, JC B AR R b
ACKGI Hh it 58 v B A T Y 2 R 22 08 AR DU
HvKP i —F i 2 77 % .

AT IERE 5 FhEE IR S AT RE ) R
) PF # . PEG-344 1) & I 3¢ 68 & &, HOK
PEG1631, PEG589, rmpA.,rmp A2, PEG-344 j&
AL R B G b 9 B 5% 55 2R L 6 B AR hvKPL /)
U YL A AU S5 3055 & B, PEG-344 5 hvKP1 & i/
BN B B e A DG B 5 R R IR B G . hvKP1 1y
R 552 AOIZ00000000 , B Bk hvKP1 2 2013
ARG A 1 AF) 24 % T RGN i 11 R 5 1 AR Y
WhRA S8 LA S F Y . Hu 287 R 65 #
HvKP PEG-344 5 1) R 83 A 96. 9%, Liao &1
KI PEG-344 Wi W ZRELE R 990  FE R H
96 %6 MERG TR 97 Y6, b K DN RCRE B i I A AR . X
PEG-344 ¥ AW 5% & Bl PEG-344 5 3 A pagO A
A R R S, pagO 77 7€ F hvKP1 ) 8 J) i hL
.2 %4 8 PEG-1860, PEG-1860 (pagO) 5
PEG-344 WAHRIPE R 81. 6 % W PN 67.3% .
PEG-344 fil PEG-1860 #1777 F hvKP1 & J1 i ki
L HX AT S 5 T s

R
s

prmp A rmp A2 W IR A T JFORL b 8 45 32 1 22 b
FARME S FEE L rmp AL rmp A2 [ BRI Ke B AR IE
JIEE B4y 7 AN T Sy H Rz T T il AR v T E TR
1A ) L RAE AR o jrmp A rmp A2 PP 5 1 3 REAH
NFFEAE A7 B2 AT HVKP B9 4> T bR & 9 BF 5 &
B iucA {1 2 FRE (90. 9 6) RS S BE (97,7 %) B i »
HKHN rmp A2C53 5N 83.6%.,100. 0%), Lee 21
R &, 7E kpn-CG43 W, rmp A K ,rmp A2 HFRAL
T IR AL H kpn-NTUH-K2044 H 4 rmp A
EHE T IR A B prmp A rmp A2 2Z [0 1Y B
=L RABSR .

AUBEGE K B B 1 A AR wxwh02 i i R
b wzi-64-KL64 (K64) , K64 & 3 F i ik 5 2545 25 il
RICFAAE R Z AR wxwh02 4B H 1)
JH I B G 9 R PR 4R ML IR P9 R 8 o IRAR 2B
SR, 5 5 RO IR R 0 B A R R D AR i —
HHEAT R 2R rmp AL rmp A2, PEG-344 ¥
JBAYE B B Rk EY . g d] o wxwh 30 A I
THAL Ry wzi-2, 28 DU = 8 ) g AL . wxwh02 il
wxwh30 [ wzi 255 R U], (GE 1 3 B 2 AR
JEVLSEE HvKP k. TR 245 FNEE ) 1 BOR AR 25 5
ERE IR T AR B B T R AT 2 E i 25 Fl i
B ) AU 1 i 4% v TR AN B AR R EE ) ILTE B Y
L7 SURG RS N = 1 BV 7 s 7 AT I 5 | R
HEAT AR AR B 0 AR e IR TR g R AL

T 8k 5 % 045 2 il % v B A 5 HvKP A& 2015
A Z R PR ST A BUR AR L 2015 4 2Z S it 24 1Y
Jifi 58 5e B A B ST11-Ko4 3R 14 3 J 1 bL B B 2%
B, Jia FEP X E 24 T BEBE 2018 4 I %
Y B o B 239 AR i AR v B AR B AT R I,
22.59% (54 #) g HvKP, A& B 58 43 85 A 1l I Jek
S I AR A 1 Bl R S ER AR A P 44, 4400 HVKP,
A UL A My DX g ek e AR 3 9 HVKP 5 L8R
I #EFT HvKP BB 40 B . X T il K 43
5 B A T R A B 0 R A DR | M i A
HLA T A B BLRE T 1Y bR NS LS R ) VR BUA
7 SR8 B 1 T i BEL DT TR 1 A% 4 AR L U
5% B 9N T T

FLB R A A B RALEA B,

(& % x #k)]
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