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Application of large class problem-based learning in the training of health-

care-associated infection knowledge for medical students
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[Abstract] Objective To study the application and effectiveness of large class problem-based learning (PBL) in
the pre-job training on healthcare-associated infection knowledge for medical students. Methods Medical students of
2010 session were as the subjects of study, and were randomly divided into control group (n=163) and trial group
(n=163). Control group adopted conventional lecture-based learning (LLBL), trial group adopted PBL. After fin-
ishing the course, two groups of students conducted closed-book exam, and a questionnaire survey was also conduc-
ted among students in trial group. Results The score of theoretical exam of trial group was higher than that of con-
trol group ([87.99+4.49] vs [81.98£5.73],P=0.001). Large class PBL method can improve students’ active
learning enthusiasm, promote initiative research and solving problems, promote communication and cooperation
among students, as well as connection between learning and practice. Conclusion ILarge class PBL is much better
than LBC, but exam system of students’ participation before class needs to be explored constantly during the imple-
mentation process.
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Table 1 Comparison in exam scores between trial group and

control group
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Table 2 Students’ acceptance of large class PBL method (n

=163)
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Table 3 Students’ attitude towards deficiency of large class

PBL(n=163)
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